Is a doctorate weighted equally in rela- 
tion to experience? 

The consultants emphasized quality ex- 
perience as an important factor in assessing 
candidates. A doctorate may help a candidate 
survive the screening process, but will not 
disguise any gaps in experience. 

Statistics indicate a growing trend toward 
an increased number of superintendents with 
doctorate degrees. Whether this criteria has 
been imposed by superintendents themselves, 
or by school boards, is an interesting ques- 
tion. Consultants conducting superintendent 
searches for school boards believe exper- 
ience is the key criteria and that doctorates 
are more of an indicator of character. 

Which brings us to an important point: if 
you choose to pursue a doctorate, that cho- 
ice must be made for personal reasons. Statis- 
tics or the opinions of experts may influence 
you, but the decision has to be yours. Acquir- 
ing a doctorate is no easy task. It puts an 
incredible demand on your time and money. 
You will spend approximately four years fac- 
ing the challenge; juggling job, family and the 
demands of the degree program. 

For many, the decision to pursue the doc- 
torate comes from a desive to “not leave any 
stone unturned.” It is that drive to be in con- 
trol, within reason, of your own destiny. For 
others, it’s merely a “union card.” Whatever 
the reason, “doctorate preferred” will even- 
tually give way to “doctorate required.” 
Greater competition will exist for a flood of 
opportunities on the horizon in the next five 
years. Acquiring the doctorate may be critical 
in preparing for the contest. 

You will have to decide for yourself. $@% 
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